
Geelong Community Foundation 
ANNUAL REPORT

2008 -09



OUR CORE PURPOSE

• Pictured Front Cover: • Vision Australia - Stepping Towards  School Program
This page: Bellarine Peninsula

Page 2

The Geelong Community Foundation exists to make a lasting 
difference to people in the Geelong Region. 

Our Role
The Geelong region has needs which are not being met from 
other funding sources. The Geelong Community Foundation 
encourages individuals, families, corporates and other 
organisations to make donations to meet these needs, now 
and in the future. These donations are retained as capital by 
the Foundation to build a perpetual and substantial fund for 
philanthropic purposes, with only the income from this capital 
used to make local community grants.

Our Major Aims
•       Manage and invest funds prudently to achieve fund 

growth and good returns
•       Make grants for the long-term benefit of our  

community and evaluate their effectiveness
•  Provide a simple, cost effective way to make  

substantial donations to our community
•      Be part of new initiatives and achievements in 

community building
•      Maintain the highest professional standards, service  

and transparency to the community

Our Structure 
The Foundation has been endorsed by the Australian Tax Office 
as a charity. Donations to the Foundation’s Gift Fund are tax 
deductible and the Foundation is exempt from tax.

The Foundation has been set up to support the people living 
in the City of Greater Geelong, the Borough of Queenscliffe, 
the Surf Coast Shire and the southern part of the Golden Plains 
Shire.
The Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of Directors, 
with a wide range of skills, experience and an extensive 
knowledge of the community.
The Foundation is able to support charitable organisations 
across the full spectrum of health and welfare services, as well 
as cultural programs and environmental projects.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

On behalf of the Board, I am pleased to report on the work 
of the Geelong Community Foundation (GCF) for the year 

ended 30 June 2009. 

This year has been a very successful one for the 
Foundation and the year culminated with the 
exciting news that we have reached a key objective, 
which was to develop a Foundation with funds in 
excess of $10 million. This has been achieved eight 
and a half years after the Foundation was publicly 
launched on December 14, 2000. Our annual accounts 
show that the Foundation Gift Fund is now valued at 
$6.31 million, the Open Fund value is $3.75 million with a total 
of $10.06 million. This is up from $8.97 million at the end of 
last financial year. 

Global financial markets continued to be in turmoil during the 
year and this has impacted on investment results. Since June 30, 
2009 however the markets have recovered significantly and we 
look forward to better times ahead.

While building our fund is a major part of our work, earning 
income is equally important. This income can then be distributed 
in the form of strategic grants contributing to the wellbeing of 
our Region’s communities. 

The long-term growth of our Foundation is a precursor to 
building our grant making capability and contributing to 
worthwhile projects and programs in our community each 
year. 

Highlights
Some of the year’s highlights were:

•  A total of $363,000 was committed to grants, with 
$266,000 distributed at our June Grant Reception and 
a further $97,000 committed for grant payments in the 
next two years. 

•  With GCF funding and administration support, the 
Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal’s “Sidney 
Myer Back to School Program” – gave $53,000 worth 
of $50 vouchers to 31 Primary and 10 Secondary schools 
in the Geelong region.  This amount was a significant 
increase from the $30,000 provided last year. Some 
1,300 individuals from 865 families benefitted from 
these vouchers and were able to purchase essential items 
such as shoes and clothing at Target stores for the start of 
the 2009 school year.

•  Since May this year the GCF Board has been working 

on development of a three year Strategic Plan which was 
formally adopted by the board in August 2009. Our main 
strategic goals are firstly, to increase the community 
recognition of the Foundation and the scope of our work 

so as to attract more contributions; secondly to grow 
the GCF in terms of grant making, total funds and 
above inflation investment returns; and thirdly, to 
strategically assess and review the needs of our local 
community focussing on areas where we can make 

the most difference.

•  We have worked with a firm of local lawyers to 
broaden our grants program beyond those that the 
Foundation alone can fund. Grant applications from four 
organisations which the Foundation was unable to fund 
have been supported in this way.

•  In late October 2008, a very successful meeting was held 
at Suma Park on the Bellarine Peninsula where the GCF 
and its work in our region was introduced to some 50 
guests who attended the evening. 

Donations
•  A final gift of $1.64 million was received from KN Stott 

Pty Ltd.

•  Substantial donations have been added to the Bailey, 
Dimmick and Fagg Family Funds, the Geoff Neilson 
Fund as well as the Tucker Funeral Services – Les Cole 
Fund and Adroit Insurance Group’s fund. We thank them 
all for this wonderful ongoing support. 

•  Four new named funds were started during the year. 
They are the Ramia Family Fund, the Lino and Marina 
Bisinella Family Fund, the RLB Fund and the Patrick 
and Ann Rowan Fund. We now have sixteen named 
funds within the GCF and we warmly welcome the 
decision by these families to further their philanthropic 
activities in our region by building a permanent fund in 
the foundation.

During the year we have developed new marketing material 
to be used in discussions with potential donors as well as to 
update our existing donors and supporters about the work of 
the Foundation. Thanks are due to Barton van Laar, one of 
our Directors, for his pro bono work on design and production 
services, and to Goodway Printing for printing much of this 
work on the same basis. 

A list of all Foundation donors appears later in this report. We 
thank all our donors for their generosity and support of the 
Foundation.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (Cont’d)

Grants
The GCF aims to build the value of assets in the Gift and Open 
Funds so that the income earned on these assets is available 
for the Foundation’s main activity of making grants. Details 
of grants made this year are given in the Executive Officer’s 
report.

We are continuing our work to build a greater understanding of 
the current and developing needs in our community so that we 
can assist in development of programs targeted to assist those 
in need in our communities. 

Board
The GCF continues to have the direction and support of a very 
dedicated, experienced and prudent group of people on the 
Board. During the year, we welcomed two new members to our 
Board. 

Brian Quarrell is well known in Geelong business circles. He 
has worked for many years with Wheeler Investment Advisors 
and brings long experience in the area of finance and funds 
management to the Foundation. Brian served for a number of 
years on the committee of the Geelong Business Club and was 
President of the Club in 2003/4.

Bernadette Uzelac is the CEO of People at Work and has a 
very successful career in personnel recruitment and placement. 
Bernadette is the Deputy Chairman of the Committee for 
Geelong and is also on the committee of the Geelong Business 
Club. She brings to the board a deep knowledge of Geelong, 
a wide ranging network in the community and a thorough 
understanding of good corporate governance.  

During the year we farewelled Board member John Robb, who 
retired at the October 2008 Annual General Meeting. He was a 
founding Board member and served the Foundation for eight 
years. He chaired the Development Committee and later the 
Donors Committee.  On behalf of the board I would like to 
thank John for his work in assisting with development of the 
Foundation. 

I thank all Board members for their work and support during 
the year. In particular, Deputy Chair Val Lawrence who also 
chairs the Marketing Committee and the directors who chair 
our other committees, John Bannister (Allocations Committee), 
Will Bailey (Investment), Geoff Neilson (Planning, Audit & 
Finance) and Peter Hudson (Donors). I am responsible for 
chairing the Nominating committee.

Executive Officer
The Board thanks Andrew Lawson for his leadership and 
professional administration of the GCF. His knowledge of 
the Geelong community is extensive and he maintains a very 
good network, both in Geelong and other parts of Australia. 
Through Philanthropy Australia, each year Andrew organizes 
a national forum for the thirty Community Foundations which 
now operate in Australia.  

The Future
Globally and across Australia, community foundations are one 
of the fastest growing forms of philanthropy because of their 
efficient structure, flexibility, low cost of operation and strong 
relationship with donors and grant recipients.

In the coming year we plan to take the Foundation and its work 
to interested people in the Golden Plains area.

Reaching $10 million in funds is a major milestone and I 
continue to be very optimistic about the future for growth and 
development of our Foundation. Our approved strategic plan 
aims to have $15 million in the GCF by the 2012/13 year as we 
broaden our reach into the region we serve and become better 
known in the community for what we do.

I will be stepping down as Chairman of the GCF in October 
2009 after four years in the position. I will be continuing as a 
Director and look forward to supporting the new Chairman.

You are invited to support our Foundation in whatever way you 
are able. Please contact me, the Executive Officer or any of the 
Directors, to discuss how you can support the GCF’s work.

Barry Fagg, 
Chairman
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•  Established in year 2000 

•   One of the first community foundations established in 
Australia and now one of the top three in terms of funds 
held and grants.

•  100% not for profit with administration costs kept to a 
minimum to ensure maximum support is delivered to 
the community.

•  Governed by a voluntary Board of Directors with a 
broad range of skills and community experience.

Total Assets
YEAR END 

June 01 ..................................................................  $2,082,690
June 02 ..................................................................  $2,593,597
June 03 ..................................................................  $2,620,188 
June 04 ..................................................................  $3,372,616 
June 05 ..................................................................  $4,783,991
June 06  ................................................................  $5,900,000 
June 07  ................................................................  $6,888,229
June 08  ................................................................  $8,972,618
June 09  .............................................................  $10,057,814                    

Total Grants Paid
YEAR END 

June 01 ...........................................................................  $ 28,951
June 02 ............................................................................. $42,948
June 03 ........................................................................... $148,515
June 04 ............................................................................. $50,500  
June 05 .......................................................................... $140,878
June 06  ........................................................................ $133,141
June 07  ........................................................................ $488,695
June 08  ........................................................................ $254,408
June 09  ........................................................................ $276,279 

AT A GLANCE
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• Kids Plus Family Connections Playgroup

• Wheelchair soccer - Leisure Networks Volunteering for Life Project

• The Smith Family Learning For Life Program

Contact details
Level 1, 200 Malop Street, Geelong, Victoria.     
P.O. Box 1, Geelong, Victoria 3220  
Tel: 03 5224 7700   Fax: 03 5224 7799
www.geelongfoundation.org
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

It is a pleasure to be able to report that the year has been an 
excellent one of progress for the Foundation in all aspects of 

the work we do in our community. Chairman Barry Fagg has 
reported on the highlights of the year.

We are very pleased to be able to announce formation of three 
new named funds in the Foundation Gift fund. These have been 
established by the Lino and Marina Bisinella family, the Ramia 
family as well as an RLB fund. We welcome these three new 
supporters of the Foundation and details about the Bisinella and 
Ramia families’ extensive contribution to the development of 
our Geelong region are recorded in the Named Funds section 
of this report. 

During the year we have had donations added to named funds 
already established in the Gift Fund and these have come from 
the Bailey, Fagg and Dimmick families.

Austbrokers Insurers have developed a very significant named 
fund and this year, their name has been changed to Adroit 
Insurance Group. Additional funds have been added to this 
named fund. 

The Les Cole Fund continues to grow with gifts from Tuckers 
Funeral and Bereavement Service, Trevor Cole and smaller 
donations from people who knew Les Cole.

Our Open Fund received a major boost during the year with 
a very significant gift from the wind up of the Kenneth Neil 
Stott Trust as well as further donations to the Donald Geoffrey 
Neilson Fund. We also welcome the establishment of a new 
named fund by Patrick and Ann Rowan.

We receive gifts from a number of people in our community 
as well as our board members and their names are listed in 
the Foundation Donors section on page 19. We thank all our 
donors for their support of the Foundation and its work in our 
community over the past year. 

Support
In my part time role as Executive Officer of the Foundation I 
have a number of people who support me and contribute to our 
community in various ways.

We thank the following people and organisations for their pro 
bono support: Ms Alice Macdougall of Freehills Lawyers, 
Harwood Andrews Lawyers, Eftel for hosting our website, and 
Ms Jenny Giblin for her secretarial assistance.

In addition we thank Mrs Katie Terpstra who looks after our 
accounting work. Katie also works for WHK who provide 
accounting services at a favourable rate, as part of their 
contribution to development of the Foundation. We also thank 

Mr Stephen Wight of Davidsons who are our Auditors, Pace 
Secretarial along with Goodway Printing who give their support 
through various pro bono printing projects.

Grants
During the year, the value of grants paid was $243,939 from the 
Gift Fund and $32,340 from the Open Fund. A further $53,000 
was distributed as vouchers in the Back to School program. 
Grants approved for future years total $158, 535.

In total for the year 18 organisations have had grants approved 
and the project details are as follows:

EDUCATION SUPPORT 

Australian Red Cross
• The Red Cross operates Good Start Breakfast Clubs at 
a number of primary schools in the Geelong region. The aim 
is to positively influence eating habits of children by serving a 
healthy, nutritional breakfast to primary aged children at schools 
in the areas of most need. A grant of $15,000 will sustain the 
Good Start Breakfast Club Programs at Corio, North Shore and 
Whittington primary schools for one year.

Uniting Care Family Support
• Support of education for disadvantaged students is a key 
area of interest for the Foundation. Uniting Care provides relief 
to low income families in need of assistance with education. 
Funding is used to help families with basic needs such as text 
books, a school uniform and shoes. A grant of $15,000 will 
assist Uniting Care to carry out this very valuable work. 

FRRR Sidney Myer Back to School Program
• This program was launched by the Foundation for Rural 
and Regional Renewal in 2005 to assist families in need of 
support at the start of the new school year. The program supplies 
$50 vouchers to families and the vouchers are used to purchase 
back to school items at Target.
Community Foundations across Australia participate in voucher 
distribution to schools in their region. Last year the Geelong 
Community Foundation distributed $30,000 which was 600 
vouchers. This financial year with assistance from the Glover 
Foundation of a $10,000 grant which was matched by FRRR, 
along with a further grant of $10,000 from the Community 
Foundation which was also matched, the funds available grew 
to $53,000 and a total of 1060 vouchers. The vouchers were 
distributed to 31 primary schools and 10 high schools. In total 
1297 individuals ranging in age from 6 to 18 were assisted and 
this covered some 865 families.

Page 7
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TRAINING AND RESEARCH SUPPORT 

Leisure Networks
• This organisation operates the Volunteering for Life 
Linking Program. It is aimed at linking people with a disability 
to a Club/Sports Club to do volunteer work and make a valuable 
contribution to the club as well as enhancing their own skills, 
image and lifestyle. A grant of $15,340 in year one with a 
further grant of $8,725 in year two will assist Leisure Networks 
to develop this program in our region.

Gordon Tafe Student Support Fund
• This fund gives assistance to allow disadvantaged 
tertiary students to continue their tertiary studies. A grant of 
$10,000 will assist with supply of various needs such as school 
fees, books, equipment and food vouchers.

Deakin University
• A concept has been formulated to develop relevant 
research capacity for pre-clinical cancer research. This could 
translate into human clinical trials at Barwon Health and 
ultimately innovative cancer therapies. A grant of $22,920 in 
year one and $24,560 in year two will establish this project 
known as GTRAC - Geelong Translational Research Against 
Cancer.  

AGED SUPPORT      

Sirovilla
• A grant of $5,000 will be matched by Sirovilla to 
establish an internet kiosk for broadband access and training of 
aged persons at Sirovilla, Belmont.

Kalkee
• There is a service provided by Kalkee where alarm 
pendants are provided to aged persons who are unable to 
purchase this type of monitoring system. From time to time, 
the Foundation provides the funding required to support this 
program.

FAMILY SUPPORT     

Bethany Community Support
• Bethany has been conducting their 140th Anniversary 
Building Appeal and a grant of $40,000 made up of $20,000 in 
year one and $20,000 in year two will assist  with the fit out of 
a new counselling room.

Kids Plus Foundation
• This organisation provides specialised support for 
parents in the early years where the family has a child (baby or 
preschooler) with moderate to severe disabilities. 

In partnership with Noahs Ark, Kids Plus provides family 
connections playgroups for around 50 families per year. A grant 
of $28,822 will support this program for a year.

The Smith Family
• The Smith Family operates their Learning for Life 
Project in the Geelong Region. 
It covers a suite of education and learning programs for 
financially disadvantaged students, their families and carers, 
with support through financial scholarships, personal support, 
personal development, literacy skills development etc. 
A grant of $25,000 will assist this project which covers approx. 
550 students in the Geelong region.

HEALTH SUPPORT      

The Salvation Army
• People who are marginalised in the community sometimes 
have to wait for many months, even years to receive free dental 
care. The Salvation Army is trialling a project designed to 
provide clients with access to private dentists. 
The aim is to allow some clients to receive an immediate 
response to their dental needs which can give great returns in 
terms of eating, better health and outlook on life. A grant of 
$10,000 will assist with trialling this new initiative.

Gateways
• This agency annually provides services to around 900 
children and adults plus their families throughout our region.
It is the major agency providing services for autism, early 
childhood intervention and also dementia and frail aged 
respite.
Gateways has been fund raising to purchase their Albert Street 
property and a grant of $25,000 will assist this purchase to be 
finalised. 

Encompass Community Services
• Encompass offers a broad range of services to people 
with disabilities and others who are disadvantaged in the 
community.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT (Cont’d)
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A Health and Fitness programme has been planned for clients 
where poor health and obesity are prevalent. 
A grant of $19,932 will provide funding for gym equipment and 
the ability to operate a fitness program.

YOUTH SUPPORT     

Bellarine Community Health
• Headspace Barwon is a mental health initiative in the 
Geelong region. A third Barwon hub site is planned for Drysdale 
to service the Bellarine region. 
A grant of $10,000 will provide assistance with the IT platform 
needed to support this project which is sponsored in the 
Bellarine by Bellarine Community Health. 

Time for Youth
• Healthy eating and an outdoor recreation activity program 
is planned as a one year project to address personal issues and 
work on skill development in a “Getting Moving Project” for 
homeless young people. 
A grant of $30,000 will be matched by Time for Youth to fund 
the trial of this new initiative. 

Urban Seed
• This organisation is planning to develop a café space 
with cheap internet access and low cost food and coffee in a 
welcoming community atmosphere. 
The development is part of community building and renewal 
of the Labuan Square shopping centre in Norlane, with 
employment training through linkage with the Rosewall 
Neighbourhood House. 
Northside Salvation Army is a partner in the project and a grant 
of $22,500 will assist with its realisation. 

ART SUPPORT      

Anglesea and District Community
• An art walk in Anglesea has been planned and will 
consist of six mosaics that represent the flora, fauna and history 
of the town and district. A small grant of $2,000 will assist 
development of this project which is a joint venture under 
the Anglesea and District Community House, Adult Learning 
Centre. 
Those involved are the primary school, Lions Club, Business 
and Tourism Association, Community House, Art Society, 
Angair and the Historical Society.

COMMUNITY WELLBEING     

Life Saving Victoria South West Region
• South West Region plans to upgrade the regional 

communications infrastructure. This will ensure that all clubs 
in the region have reliable base radio equipment and a reliable 
UHF Radio Repeater network. The network will not only 
benefit swimmers and surfers but all beach visitors and all those 
involved in aquatic activities. It could also be used along the 
Great Ocean Road for residents and visitors affected by fires 
and evacuations to beaches for safety. 
A grant of $22,265 will provide the equipment for this major 
upgrade in services.

YMCA of Geelong
• A grant of $11,000 will provide a program titled “Water 
Safety and Social Inclusion for new Australian Residents”. The 
program will deliver aquatic education lessons and workshops 
targeted towards new Australian residents who are not water 
wise. Diversitat will be involved as a facilitator and also to 
assist with integration of refugees into the program.

In the year ahead we are looking forward to building the 
foundation with new donors and continuing support from our 
donor base along with developing greater knowledge of the 
Foundation and its work in the community. As Foundation 
income is increased, we are able to give ever growing support 
to those in our community who need a hand from time to time.

Andrew Lawson 
Executive Officer

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT (Cont’d)

Page 9

• Life saving Victoria - South West region

Geelong Community Foundation ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009



•

• Pictured: Medical School research, Deakin University, 
James Lauritz Photography.Page 10



Named Funds are a growing way philanthropists can give 
to the Geelong Community Foundation. The gift in these 

cases can carry the name of the donor or the donor’s family. The 
name may honour someone or preserve the memory of a family 
member, friend, pioneer or outstanding citizen. The following 
named funds have been established:

KEN STOTT               

The generosity displayed 
by Ken Stott to the Geelong 
Community Foundation well 
and truly gave it the essential 
start that was needed to make 
it the success it has become 
today.

Ken grew up in Geelong 
and attended Newtown and 
Belmont State Schools. He 
began his working career as a carpenter with builder R.J. Gunn. 
From carpentry he graduated to joinery at R.J. Gunn and also 
developed his drawing talent into the design of house plans for 
builders, banks and home owners.

After five years, Ken moved to work in the joinery department 
at J.C. Taylor and Sons Pty Ltd while continuing to develop 
his drafting business. Early in World War 2, his drawing skills 
were recognised by Lou Bandt and he was offered a job in the 
advanced design office at Ford where he worked for 30 years. 
While at Ford he studied metallurgy and mechanical drawing 
at night at the Gordon Institute of Technology. He also studied 
and became a skilled investor in property and the stock market. 
After retiring in 1970, Ken continued to invest in stocks with 
considerable success. Ken died on 5 October, 2005.

Ken was a modest, self effacing and pragmatic man who 
was generous in spirit and deed. He dedicated his gifts to the 
Foundation, to generate income which can be used to assist 
people who are in difficult circumstances and need help to 
assist them to enjoy a better life.

FAGG FAMILY -  
BERT & RUTH FAGG       

Bert and Ruth Fagg are both 
passionate supporters of the 
Geelong community, both in 
their active involvement in 
many organisations and in 
their financial support.

Bert Fagg, who was born 
in 1917, grew up and was 
educated in Geelong. He 

trained as a carpenter/joiner and went on to become a Director 
of the family timber & hardware business Fagg Bros., one of 
the oldest family businesses in Australia. Bert worked with 
the company for 67 years, retiring when he was 82. He is still 
Chairman of Fagg Bros Pty Ltd. 

Bert’s community work has been extensive, including 
involvements in building projects and serving on committees 
over the years with the Belmont Kindergarten, 1st Highton 
Scouts, Rotary Club of Belmont, Wesley Uniting Church and 
other community organisations. 

Ruth spent much of her childhood in country towns in Victoria, 
including a period in Geelong. After training as a secondary 
teacher, Ruth settled in Geelong when she and Bert married in 
1945. Ruth taught in a number of schools in Geelong and has 
had a lasting influence on her many students.

Ruth has been an enthusiastic and caring worker within 
the community over many years, including school parent 
associations, Heartbeat, Community Aid Abroad (now Oxfam), 
Wesley Uniting Church and Probus. Bert and Ruth have also 
taken a very active interest in many families who have newly 
immigrated to Australia.

Bert and Ruth have combined their ‘hands on’ involvement 
with significant philanthropic support for a myriad of charitable 
organisations both in Geelong and beyond. Their support of the 
Geelong Community Foundation has become a significant part 
of this, with a named fund within the Foundation. Their sons 
Barry & Keith Fagg who now run and own Fagg’s Mitre 10 are 
continuing that support.

TED DIMMICK                 

Edwin Dimmick was born 
in 1938 in Queensland and 
grew up at Boonah. His 
tertiary education began 
at the Gordon Institute of 
Technology in Geelong where 
Ted completed a course in 
textile technology and then 
followed a part time science 
course at the University of 
Queensland. He first worked 
in the textile industry at Queensland Woollen Mills before 
going to England to study textile design at Bradford.

In 1961 he married Wendy Philbrick and in 1970 they moved to 
Geelong where Ted started his own business, Geelong Weavers, 
in Chilwell. Later he bought the RS&S Mill and founded 
Geelong Textiles where as Managing Director he built a strong 
business and the company continues operating today.

In 1995 when Fletcher Jones was about to be closed, Ted felt 
that it was a business that could continue as a successful one and 

OUR NAMED FUNDS

Page 11

Geelong Community Foundation ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009



with his great knowledge of the textile industry, he and partner 
Peter Pausewang stepped in to rescue it. While there were many 
difficulties at various times, Fletcher Jones under Ted’s drive 
and strong leadership survived as a successful retail chain. The 
iconic brand started in Warrnambool by Fletcher Jones lives on 
today due to Ted’s initiative.

Ted died on June 26, 2008 and was described by one of the 
eulogists at his funeral as “The last of the merchant venturers” 
and “a man who took great risks, but was extraordinarily well 
balanced”.

Ted was a cultured, Christian gentleman who as well as his 
sports enjoyed the arts, classical music and ballet. In his own 
quite way he was a generous donor to the Geelong Art Gallery 
Fletcher Jones art prize, many charitable causes including 
United Way, Lifeline and a Geelong initiated Catholic mission 
project in Uganda.

Ted started the E F and W Dimmick Fund in the Geelong 
Community Foundation in 2005 and his name and legacy of 
support for the Geelong Region which became his home in 
1970 will live on and grow over the years to come.

HOWARD HITCHCOCK    

Howard Hitchcock, 1866 to 
1932, was one of Geelong’s 
most public spirited citizens 
from a family noted for 
its benefactions to worthy 
causes.

The Hitchcock family, led 
by George and Annie and 
son Howard and his wife 
Louie, were instrumental 
in establishing and enhancing many charitable, religious and 
educational bodies. Howard was born and raised in Geelong 
and spent his entire life in this town. His principal calling was 
as a retailer and he owned and directed one of the region’s 
largest department stores, Bright and Hitchcock. His greatest 
contribution to Geelong came with his entry to local government 
and becoming five times mayor from 1917 to 1922.

The legacy of Howard’s leadership as mayor is still evident today 
in Geelong’s amenity and infrastructure in Johnstone Park, the 
Eastern Beach, the Geelong Hospital, Moorabool Street bridge, 
the Peace Memorial Foyer, Kardinia Park Football Stadium, 
and the Barwon River Rowing Course. He initiated the building 
of the Great Ocean Road and chaired the project fund raising 
committee for many years. Howard’s ruling passion was that 
of ‘giving’ to those less fortunate than he and establishing or 
assisting causes having charitable or philanthropic purposes. He 
established a substantial bequest fund for charitable purposes 
so that his, and his family’s, values could be perpetuated in the 

Geelong community. The residue of that fund was given to the 
Foundation after several substantial grants were made to other 
Geelong organisations    .

KAY & BARBARA COLTMAN                                

Dr Kay Coltman was born in Ballarat and first came to Geelong  
to complete his secondary schooling. He then graduated in 
Medicine at Melbourne University. He   did his postgraduate 
training in Obstetrics and Gynaecology  in Melbourne and 
London where he obtained his higher degree.

After establishing his practice in Geelong, Kay considers 
himself to have been privileged to be part of that team of newly 
trained specialist doctors, together with others with legal, 
accounting and administrative qualifications, who changed The 
Geelong Hospital from a large country Base Hospital to a fully 
recognised and accredited Teaching Hospital associated first 
with Monash, then Melbourne  and now Deakin Universities. 
It now has responsibilities for teaching in all clinical areas of 
undergraduate training  and the ongoing postgraduate training 
of medical graduates in several specialties of Medicine.

Barbara, who grew up in North-Eastern Victoria, originally 
trained as a General Nurse at the Alfred Hospital, and as an 
Obstetric Nurse at the Royal Women’s Hospital. She later 
graduated  at Melbourne University and then completed 
postgraduate qualifications in Educational Psychology. 
She became the first Student Counsellor and later Head of 
University Community  Services at the newly established 
Deakin University.

Barbara and Kay maintain an ongoing interest in Education and 
the people, at all levels, who engage in its various fields.

TUCKERS FUNERAL & 
BEREAVEMENT SERVICE

Les Cole was born in Moolap 
West, Geelong in 1914. After 
leaving school he worked 
for W Eagans followed by 
Cheetham Salt Works, until 
he was 21. In 1936 he became 
a driver for F H Tucker 
and Sons, a funeral firm 
established in Wycheproof, 
country Victoria in 1883. 
When Charlie Tucker died in 1954, Les took over the day to 
day running of Tuckers. Since then the name of Les Cole has 
been synonymous with family funeral care in Geelong and 
thanks to Les’ pioneering work, bereavement care has become 
a family tradition. The Cole family’s continuing commitment 
to providing not only funeral services but also bereavement 
care and support for all members of the family has attracted 
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community recognition. The company is owned locally and 
continues to be operated by the Cole family.

Les Cole died on February 4, 2001 and he would be extremely 
proud that the company continues to serve the needs of Geelong 
and district people today. 

He spent over 60 years of his life supporting members of the 
community in their time of need. The Cole family has taken the 
wonderful initiative of developing a Fund in the Foundation as 
a memorial in remembrance of Les Cole. 

This fund with emphasis on the support of family welfare and 
aged care will continue the work and name of Les Cole in 
perpetuity.

HAROLD LEIGHTON        

Harold Leighton was born 
in 1905 in East Geelong and 
moved with his family when 
quite young to Walker Street 
in North Geelong where 
he lived for 90 years in the 
house his father built. He 
commenced primary school 
at the North Geelong School 
in Separation Street before 
moving to the new school on 
the corner of Bay Street and Melbourne Road. Evidently school 
was not a big deal for Harold but he was a remarkable person 
considering what he accomplished during his lifetime.

As a young boy, he explored North Geelong, especially down 
to the bay where he enjoyed swimming and going out with 
Captain Cunningham on his boat.

In 1927 he obtained work at Fords and he worked there for 22 
years where he became the Foreman of the Body Building - 
Upholstery section. After his Ford experience, Harold worked 
at a number of organisations with one being the Federal Woollen 
Mills/Classweave.

He liked Ford cars and purchased his last new one when he was 
92. At 94 he moved into Rosalie Nursing home but would go by 
taxi to indoor bowls at Highton on Saturday nights and over to 
Geelong West Bowls Club where he was an honorary member. 

Harold Leighton died on January 17, 2004. He was always 
known as a good man, good friend and neighbour. He never 
married, lived with his sister Venie and was very supportive of 
her during her life. Harold’s wish was that his estate be used to 
help people in the Geelong region and part of it has been given 
as a gift to the Community Foundation.

WILL & DOROTHY 
BAILEY                          

Will Bailey grew up in the 
south-eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne. His father was 
a highly qualified tradesman 
and his mother a devoted and 
strict housewife. At home he 
learned important values - 
work hard and help others if 
you can. 

Dorothy was born in country Victoria and as both her father and 
mother had died before she was 21, she received support from 
Legacy as she grew up.  Will and Dorothy met at the Anglican 
Church in Murrumbeena. He was a banker and she a school 
teacher. Their marriage produced three delightful daughters. 

Due to his career development as a banker, Will’s family had to 
move around with him and they lived in two states, New Zealand 
and the UK. Their locations included 3 years in Geelong in the 
early 60’s where their youngest daughter was born.

After retiring as CEO of  the ANZ Bank, Will and Dorothy 
decided to “put something back into the community” in 
recognition of the benefits they had enjoyed. They established 
a Charitable Bequest through ANZ Trustees and co-founded 
a drop in centre for street people and the marginalised in 
Melbourne. Upon relocating to Geelong they decided to support 
the Geelong Community Foundation. Will is also an active 
Director of the Foundation.

NEILSON FAMILY             

The children of the Foun-
dation’s first Chairman, Geoff 
Neilson, established this fund 
to honour his contribution to 
the Geelong community. 

Dr Heather Neilson lectures 
in English Literature at the 
Australian Defence Force 
Academy in Canberra. She 
is married to a university 
professor, and they have one 
son. Timothy Neilson is a commercial lawyer and director of 
Greenwoods Freehills, specialising in taxation. Susan Neilson 
is well known in musical circles as a singer and actor and works 
in administration at a Melbourne Primary School.

Geoff is also an active Director of the Foundation.
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ADROIT INSURANCE      
GROUP                          

Adroit Insurance Group com-
menced business in Geelong 
as “Verrell Insurance 
Brokers” in 1978. Today 
the business operates seven 
regionally located insurance 
brokerages, with branch 
offices in Ballarat, Bendigo, 
Maryborough, Albury, Wod-
onga and Traralgon. It has 
grown to become one of the 
largest independent insurance brokers in regional Australia.  

The Company is proud of the fact that it is regionally owned 
and located, and each of its offices has long histories in their 
local communities and remain strong today, albeit under new 
banners.

In 2006, Adroit decided to extend their support to the 
Geelong Community Foundation.  Furthermore, this long-
term commitment has been reflected in other branch locations 
with initiatives put in place to set up and support Community 
Foundations in these localities as well. Adroit believes it has 
a social obligation to volunteer its time, participation and 
resources towards assisting the community, in the same way 
that the community supports their business.    

CORIO COMMUNITY CONTACT FUND                       

For a number of years Vital Link Geelong was involved with 
supply of emergency pendant alerts which allow people to 
continue to live independently at home. 

The development of this programme had support from councils, 
service clubs and many individuals and it operated as a small 
business linked in with a major provider of these services from 
interstate. Part of the programme was supply of services to 
people who could not afford the equipment.

When the contract for provision of these services was moved 
to a Ballarat provider it was decided that Vital Link Geelong be 
wound up.  As surplus funds had been generated from donations 
and operations in the Geelong region, the directors desired that 
funds released should be available, where possible, for projects 
in the community that would support the aged to continue living 
in their own homes.

It was decided that the Foundation would be the best organisation 
to hold the funds and make appropriate grants. At the wind up, 
$380,000 was gifted to the Geelong Community Open Fund and 
some of the income from these funds is being used to provide 
pendant alerts to those unable to afford this equipment.

VAN LAAR FAMILY                                                

The Van Laar family have established a Memorial Fund in the 
name of Justin van Laar who died at a young age from cancer.     

This fund has as its primary aim, the support of projects and 
programs related to cancer research and support of those being 
treated for cancer in all its various forms. 

Justin’s elder brother, Ryan, works in cancer research.  He 
obtained his Ph.D, Molecular and Cellular Biology at the 
University of Melbourne, after achieving his Bachelor of 
Science (Honours), Biotechnology at Deakin University.

Ryan has worked as a Research Assistant & PhD Student at 
the Peter MacCallum Institute in Melbourne; as a Senior 
Bioinformatician at Agendia BV in Amsterdam; and now works 
in New York as a Scientist at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals.  His 
specialty is cancer gene expression research

Barton van Laar is also an active Director of the Foundation.

LINO & MARINA 
BISINELLA  FAMILY                           

When 10-year-old Lino 
Bisinella arrived in Melb-
ourne, in 1954, aboard the 
Neptunia, never in his wildest 
dreams would he have 
envisaged that half-a-century 
later his name would be well-
known throughout Geelong 
as a successful businessman. 

The young Lino had no say in his father Gino’s decision to 
immigrate to Australia after the Second World War in the belief 
his family would find greater opportunities here and bind more 
closely together. Lino made his father’s vision a reality through 
hard work and good business acumen and now looks forward to 
giving back to the community in which he found success. 

But it wasn’t always easy for the Bisinella family. Gino had 
married his wife Carmelina, in Cittadella, near Padua, in 
northern Italy, in 1929 and Lino became the third youngest of 
10 children (seven boys and three girls). They experienced the 
Great Depression and its aftermath, the turmoil of war and even 
when they emigrated, they were unable to do so as a family, 
instead travelling in four separate groups over a period before 
all settled in Little River. They worked for market gardeners 
in the Little River and Werribee areas and, as their situation 
improved they purchased land in Thompson Road, Norlane, 
where they gradually built their home.

All 10 children married and had children so that today there are 
30 grand-children and 52 great-grand-children to date.  Lino 
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attended school in Little River and Norlane and, on leaving, he 
began a five year apprenticeship as a plasterer at F C Walker 
and Sons, Geelong.

After three years, Lino’s ambition led to him beginning his own 
plastering business in 1965, doing renovation work and cycling 
around West Geelong to his jobs. As business expanded, he 
purchased 10 acres of land in Heales Road, Corio and erected 
a small building where he manufactured plaster cornices. In 
1973, L Bisinella Plasterers bought a small firm distributing 
Gyprock products in Melbourne. A large new warehouse was 
built at Heales Road and the firm again expanded and became 
the largest stockist of plaster in Victoria.

In the 1980’s, Lino diversified into property development at 
various locations around Geelong as new sub-divisions opened 
up to accommodate Geelong’s growth. Lino also developed 
warehouse properties in the northern Geelong areas. Lino sold 
L Bisinella Plasterers to Pioneer in 1994 and concentrated on 
property development, becoming the major developer in the 
Lara area and a leader in the field in Geelong. 

But life wasn’t all hard work and business deals. In 1967 Lino 
met Marina Giurco, who had immigrated to Geelong with her 
family from Trieste, also in northern Italy. Two years later 
in 1969 they married and lived in Norlane before moving to 
Lara in 1979. Lino and Marina have four children, Richard, 
Michelle, Bernard and Matthew. All except Bernard work in 
the family business. 

Lino’s story is a wonderful example of what can be achieved 
with dedication to hard work and a commitment to providing 
good service and quality work to clients. Through the Geelong 
Community Foundation, Lino, Marina and family are now 
giving back to the community which they have played such 
an important role in building and which has supported their 
businesses since the early 1960’s.

RAY RAMIA & FAMILY

Ray Ramia is well-known 
around Geelong as the owner 
of the iconic northern suburbs 
landmark, the Sphinx Hotel. 
But what is less well-known 
about Ray is that Geelong 
became his home almost by 
accident. 

The then 21-year-old Ray 
arrived in Geelong, in 1947, 
on what he thought would be a short visit to his grandmother, 
who was in poor health. His intention was to return with 
her to Lebanon where her family could care for her. But his 
grandmother had other ideas, refused to leave Australia and 
Ray decided to stay and look after her.

In 1948, aged 22, Ray established his first business as a tailor in 
Autumn Street, working long hours building the business up to 
the stage it employed 16 seamstresses and tailors. 

By 1954, Ray thought it was time to start a family and in 1955, 
after an absence of eight years, he finally made his way back to 
Lebanon to marry. He married Elaine Alam, his partner now for 
54 years and mother of their four children. The young couple 
returned to Geelong to live and in 1957, first son George was 
born followed by Paul 1960, Marlene 1962 and Julie 1964. 

The year 1956 was a very busy one with Ray opening Ramia’s 
Exclusive Menswear, in Little Malop Street. Over time, Ray 
developed a reputation as a producer of uniforms, among many 
other tailored products and eventually supplied uniforms for the 
police force throughout Victoria.

Deciding to diversify his business interests, in 1971 Ray built 
and operated the Golf View Hotel, in Thompsons Road, North 
Geelong. In 1997, Ray and George decided it was time to 
update the Golf View and embarked on a major rebuilding and 
renovation programme, including re-naming. They added the 
15-metre-high replica of Egypt’s world-famous, 4,500 year-old 
monument, The Sphinx and renamed the complex as the Sphinx 
Entertainment Centre of Geelong. The venue is still owned and 
operated by the Ramia family after 38 years. 

In 2005 Ray was seriously injured in a car accident but his 
courage and strength saw him recover and he can still be found 
talking to patrons at the Sphinx on most days. Ray and Elaine 
now have 11 grand-children with many of them opting to be 
involved in the entertainment industry. Ray’s father died when 
he was only seven-years-old and his mother when he was 19. 
He built his life on the ethics of strong family values and hard 
work.  With a passion for farms and building houses, Ray 
founded a building company in 1975 and built many homes in 
Bell Post Hill. He owned a farm at Lara and during the 1980’s 
would travel there everyday to feed his sheep and cattle with 
bales of hay transported in the boot of his Rolls Royce. With 
all his activities, it is not surprising that when Ray’s sons and 
daughters were old enough, they joined in the work of operating 
the entertainment side of the family business leaving the farming 
and building to their father. 

George, who studied Business at Deakin University, worked for 
his father at the Golf View as a teenager then at 21 took over 
management of the entertainment side of the family’s interests. 
Over the years, George has started and operated a number of 
very successful entertainment venues in Geelong.

Ray also has a passion for Geelong which through his own 
energy and business acumen has enabled him to become a very 
successful businessman.  Geelong is much richer because of 
the man who came to Geelong for a short visit and never left. 
Ray and his family are putting some of their resources back into 
the community through the Geelong Community Foundation, 
assisting those who need some help along their way.

OUR NAMED FUNDS (Cont’d)

Page 15

Geelong Community Foundation ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009



The Geelong Community Foundation is governed by a 
volunteer Board of Directors, broadly drawn from the 

region served by the Foundation. 

Barry Fagg  B.Com (Melb) CPA MAICD Chairman 
Joined the GCF Board in 1999. Chair since 2005   

Barry is a Director and co-owner of 
Fagg’s Mitre 10, a family hardware and 
timber business, established in Geelong 
in 1854. He was a Director within 
the Mitre 10 group of companies, 
from1987-2004, including Chairman of 
Mitre 10 Australia Ltd from 2002-2004. 

Barry is a past Campaign Director, 
Past President and a Life Governor of 
United Way Geelong. He was also Vice-President of United 
Way Australia. In 2003 Barry was awarded a Centenary of 
Federation Medal for service to the community.

Val Lawrence  OAM DSJ Deputy Chairman 
Joined the GCF Board in 1999. Deputy Chair since October 2008   

Val is a Civil Celebrant and currently 
the Chairman of the Geelong Barwon 
Region of Red Cross. She is also a 
Board member of the Queenscliff 
Maritime Museum and a Director of the 
Queenscliff Point Lonsdale Community 
Enterprise.  She was a Councillor of the 
Borough of Queenscliffe from 1999 
to 2008 and Mayor of the Borough in 
2001 to 2004. 

Val has been a Board member of the Grace McKellar Centre, 
Vice President of the Barwon Heads Golf Club and member of 
the Geelong Otway Tourism Board. 

She is an honorary JP, and Chairman of the St George the 
Martyr Fund raising Committee.

John Bannister  LL.B (Melb)   
Joined the GCF Board in 2004. Deputy Chair 2005-2008

John has practised law in Geelong 
since 1974. He has been a specialist 
in Business Law since 1998 covering 
advice on business structures, 
acquisitions, restructures and succession 
planning. 

John is a principal of Harwood Andrews 
Lawyers and was a director of GMHBA 
for twelve years.

He is a Life Governor of United Way Geelong and was President 
of the United Way Board from 1982-1984. 

Will Bailey  AO KLJ LL.D (Hon.Causa.Monash) FAIB FAIM FAMI 
Joined the GCF Board in 2002     

Will is a director of Care Australia and 
Deputy Chair of the Geelong Gallery 
Foundation.  He was the Managing 
Director and CEO of the ANZ Banking 
Group, then Deputy Chairman and 
Group Chief Executive (1984 - 1992). 

Will has had major involvements with 
Monash International,  Foundation for 
Young Australians, Open Learning 
Agency, Victorian Arts Centre Trust and the National Gallery 
of Victoria. He was made an Officer of The Order of Australia 
for services to business banking and the community in 1989.

Ed Coppe  B.Com FAICD FCPA 
Joined the GCF board in 2008

Ed is Managing Director of Strategic 
Investment Management and is 
currently the Chairman of G21 Geelong 
Strategic Alliance and also the G21 
Economic Development Pillar. He is a 
board member of the Geelong Chamber 
of Commerce, the Committee for 
Geelong and the State Govt. Regional 
Development Advisory Committee.

Born and educated in Geelong, Ed had an international business 
career with Mars Inc. in Finance and Marketing roles before 
returning to Geelong in 1995. He has been a City of Greater 
Geelong Mayor and has served on the Major Events, Central 
Geelong and United Way boards. 

Peter Hudson   KSJ  AFAIM 
Joined the GCF board in 2007

Peter is a member of the Deakin 
University Animal Ethics Committee, 
the Rotary Club of Highton, Australian 
Business Volunteers and is currently 
a board member of the Pam Baker 
Foundation (Australia).

He was CEO of United Way Geelong 
for 10 years prior to becoming CEO 
of the Lord Mayor’s Charitable 
Foundation in Melbourne. He has been technical consultant 
for USAID and United Way International with assignments in 
South East Asia and the USA. Peter has been a board member 
of the Fundraising Institute of Australia and President of the 
Victoria/Tasmania Chapter.

In addition Peter has been a member of the Consumer Affairs 
Fundraising Advisory Committee, advisory consultant to the 
William Angliss (Victoria) Charitable Fund and served as a 
Regional Chairman of the Australian Institute of management. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Wendy Maloney  B Com (Deakin)  M Tax (Melb) MBA CA 
Joined the GCF Board in 2004    

Wendy is a Principal at WHK and is 
one of the taxation specialists of the 
firm. She is a part time facilitator for the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants CA 
program. Prior to joining WHK Wendy 
worked in Business Services and 
Taxation at Grant Thornton accountants 
in Melbourne. She is the Co-Race 
Director of the Corporate Triathlon for 
charity in Geelong. She also is a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce Public Finance Committee.

D G Neilson   AM KCSJ D.Univ FCA FCPA ACIS FTIA  
Joined the GCF Board in 1999. Chair 1999-2005    

Geoff is a consultant with WHK 
chartered accountants. He is a past 
national president of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Australia, 
and was on the executive committee of 
the Confederation of Asian and Pacific 
Accountants. 

He was admitted as a Member of The 
Order of Australia for his services to 
accountancy.  

Geoff is a past president of the Rotary Club of Geelong and 
the Geelong YMCA, a past Deputy Chancellor of Deakin 
University, past Chairman of  The Geelong College  Council 
and inaugural Chairman of the Geelong Community Foundation 
(1999-2005).    

He is on the Council of the Geelong Chamber of Commerce.

Brian Quarrell    
Joined the GCF Board in January 2009  

Brian is a Director and part owner of 
Wheeler Investment Advisors Pty. Ltd, 
a leading Geelong financial services 
business, established in 1964. He 
has been with Wheelers since 1989 
following a successful 22-year career 
with Westpac in banking, finance and 
investment-related roles.

Brian is also Chairman of the Geelong chapter of the Financial 
Planning Association of Australia, a position he has held for the 
past 10 years. 

He is a Certified Financial Planner and also a SMSF Specialist 
Advisor™

Brian has served as a Committee Member of the Geelong 
Business Club and was President of the Club from 2003-2004. 

Tim Santalucia      
Joined the GCF Board in 2007.     

Tim is a lifelong resident of Geelong. 
Following secondary schooling at Geel-
ong Grammar School, Tim attended 
Deakin University where he began 
studying a Science Degree. He then 
joined the family property business  
involved in property management and 
development. 

Tim was a Councillor for the City 
of Greater Geelong from 1998 to 2001. He has been a Board 
Member of Encompass Community Services since 2001.

Bernadette Uzelac 
Joined the GCF Board in March 2009  

Bernadette is the CEO of People 
@ Work, a recruitment and human 
resources company she founded in 1987 
and now part of the G-Force Group. 
Previously Bernadette was the Vic/
Tas  Recruitment Manager for MLC 
Limited, part of the Lend Lease Group. 
Bernadette’s work in recruitment 
and HR has involved many years of 
international consulting, particularly in 
Hong Kong and Singapore. 

She is a founding member of the Committee for Geelong 
and has been Co-Deputy Chair since 2007. Bernadette also 
serves on the Deakin University Academic Advisory Board for 
Commerce programs and is an Ambassador for the Women’s 
Network of Opportunity International. 

Barton van Laar   CPM 
Joined the GCF Board in 2006     

Barton has worked in Marketing and 
Communications in Geelong since 
1972. After working as a Marketing 
Manager for various companies 
he became the Managing Director 
of Barton Marketing and GSDM, 
specialising in the corporate and semi-
government sectors. 

His companies have won various awards in Advertising, Public 
Relations and Marketing.  He has fulfilled various community 
roles on the Bellarine Peninsula, including President of the 
Bellarine Basketball Association. He was awarded the United 
Way Geelong President’s Award in 1993.  He is also a member 
of the Geelong Cultural Precinct Leadership Group. 

Barton has been involved with the Foundation from its 
commencement.
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AllocAtions                                              
John Bannister (Convenor)                                      
Val lawrence                                                             
Wendy Maloney                                                         
tim santalucia 
Bernadette Uzelac                                                       
Barton van laar                                                          
Ex-Officio- Barry Fagg 

AUdit
Geoff neilson (Convenor)     
John Bannister
Wendy Maloney
Ex-officio- Barry Fagg

inVestMent 
Will Bailey (Convenor)     
ed coppe
Geoff neilson
Brian Quarrell
Ex-officio- Barry Fagg
investment Advisor- Adam 
Blennerhassett (JB Were).

noMinAtinG
Barry Fagg (Convenor)     
Val lawrence
John Bannister

donors 
Peter Hudson (Convenor)     
Barry Fagg
Geoff neilson
Brian Quarrell
tim sanatalucia

MArketinG 
Val lawrence (Convenor)     
John Bannister
Bernadette Uzelac
Barton van laar
Ex-officio- Barry Fagg

PlAnninG 
Geoff neilson (Convenor)     
Will Bailey
Peter Hudson
ed coppe
Ex-officio- Barry Fagg

FinancE 
Geoff neilson (Convenor)     
Barry Fagg
Wendy Maloney
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The Geelong Community Foundation encourages individuals 
and corporate donors to make donations to the Foundation 

so that the capital they donate is retained in the Geelong 
region and the income is used to meet the need of the local 
community.

BECOME A DONOR

The Foundation is different from most other charitable 
organisations. The initial donation/gift you make becomes the 
capital. The aim is to distribute only the Foundation’s income 
annually. Funds are invested with an emphasis on security 
and under the guidance of professional advisers. There is no 
entry fee or establishment cost. The community supported 
comprises the people of the City of Greater Geelong, Borough 
of Queenscliffe, the Surf Coast Shire, and the southern part of 
Golden Plains Shire.

The Foundation invites the public to contribute to the Foundation 
Gift Fund each year but does not conduct a major, large scale, 
fund raising appeal.The Geelong Community Foundation is 
available for donors who wish to ‘Give Where They Live’ and 
assist local charitable organisations and projects. If  Donors 
have a particular interest in a charitable area then they can 
request establishment a ‘Field of Interest Fund” as part of the 
Foundation.

When a donor makes a tax deductible gift to the Foundation, it 
is credited to the Gift Fund. All gifts are pooled for investment 
purposes and are subject to the terms of the Foundation Trust 
Deed. Non tax deductible gifts such as bequests are credited to 
the Open Fund and pooled with other bequests. These gifts are 
subject to the terms of the Open Fund Trust Deed.

GIFT OPTIONS

Donors are encouraged to make their gifts in a number of ways 
depending on their aims:

•  Unrestricted or Discretionary Gifts  
An unrestricted gift is able to be used by the 
Community Foundation to make a wide range of 
charitable purpose grants to meet community needs.

•  Named funds  
The gift in these cases can carry the name of the donor 
or the donor’s family. The name may honour someone 
or preserve the memory of a family member, friend, 
pioneer or outstanding citizen.

•   Donor Preference  
Donors including those with a named gift may indicate 
their preference for a particular charity or class of 
charities such as health, aged care, the disadvantaged, 
disabled, education, research etc

•   Bequests  
People can make a gift as a bequest in their will. The 
bequest can be recognised by name if the donor wishes 
or it can be an anonymous gift.

If you would like to donate or require more 
information, please contact :   
Andrew Lawson,  Executive Officer  
Phone 03 5222 3775   Email: ajlawson@bigpond.com

YOU CAN HELP MAKE A LONG TERM DIFFERENCE

Adroit Insurance Group
Mr. & Mrs. W Bailey
Mr. J Bannister
Mr. G J Betts
Mr. & Mrs. L Bisinella 
Mr. L Braybrook
Mrs. E Dimmick
Mr. & Mrs. B G Fagg
Mr. & Mrs. H G (Bert) Fagg
Ms. Catherine Gray
Mr. & Mrs. P Hudson 
Mr. & Mrs. G Jenkins
Mrs. V Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. J McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. J Morwood
Ms. W Maloney

Mr. S Macauley
Mr. T Neilson 
Mrs. L M Pavia
Mr. B Quarrell
Ramia Family
RLB
Mr. & Mrs. B Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. P Rowan
Mr. & Mrs. T Santalucia
Mr. B Spence
K N Stott Pty Ltd
Tuckers Funeral & 
Bereavement Service
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PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT
for the year ended 30 June 2009

  2009  2008 

      $ $                                        
GIFT FUND

INCOME 
 Donations received  .............................................................................................  166,451 747,417
 Income from investments   ...................................................................................  461,065 402,277
	 Profit/(Loss)	on	sale	of	investments	 .................................................................... 	 (279,401)	 (16,248)
 
   348,115 1,133,446 
EXPENDITURE
          Grants made  .......................................................................................................  300,689 261,408
          Management fee .................................................................................................  56,590 63,000
 
   357,279 324,408

	 	 	 (9,164)	 809,038

Net	Increase/(Decrease)	in	value	of	investments	 ......................................................... 	 (108,539)	 (704,124)
 
SURPLUS/(LOSS)	for	year	 .......................................................................................... 	 (117,703)	 104,914

Balance	of	Gift	Fund	at	beginning	of	year	 ....................................................................  6,430,457 6,325,543

BALANCE	OF	GIFT	FUND	AT	END	OF	YEAR	 ............................................................  6,312,754 6,430,457

ADMINISTRATION FUND

INCOME
 Management fees ................................................................................................  86,340 63,000
 Interest   ...............................................................................................................  232 1,839
 
   86,572 64,839
EXPENDITURE
 Administration expenses   ....................................................................................  88,879 78,241
 
SURPLUS/(LOSS)	for	year ........................................................................................... 	 (2,307)	 (13,402)

Balance	at	beginning	of	year	 ........................................................................................  1,028 14,430
 
BALANCE	AT	END	OF	YEAR	 ...................................................................................... 		 (1,279)	 1,028

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
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BALANCE SHEET
 at 30 June 2009

    2009  2008
    
   $ $
FUNDS
	 Settled	sum				 ......................................................................................................  980 980
	 Gift	Fund,	comprising		 Kenneth	Neil	Stott	Fund			.............................................  5,242,226 5,484,219
	 	 Les	Cole	Fund			 ...........................................................  37,463 32,462
	 	 Bailey	Family	Fund			 ....................................................  64,554 57,078
	 	 Fagg	Family	Fund			 ......................................................  623,460 583,227
	 	 E	F	&	W	Dimmick	Fund			 .............................................  76,790 59,424
	 	 Adroit	Geelong	Fund				.................................................  73,485 66,416
	 	 Justin	van	Laar	Memorial	Fund		 ..................................  22,965 24,025
	 	 Coltman	Family	Fund		 ..................................................  95,513 99,922
	 	 RLB	Fund			 ...................................................................  10,000 -
	 	 Lino	&	Marina	Bisinella	Fund			 .....................................  25,000 -
	 	 Ramia	Family	Fund			 ....................................................  5,000 -
	 	 General	Fund			 .............................................................  36,298 23,584
	 Administration	Fund			  ...................................................................................... 	 (1,279)	 1,028

   6,312,455 6,432,465
represented	by:
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
	 Cash	at	bank			 .....................................................................................................  4,651 27,280
 Short term deposits    ...........................................................................................  1,473,899 441,294
	 Debtors		 ..............................................................................................................  103,533 447,558

   1,582,083 916,132
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
	 Investments,	at	net	realizable	value		...................................................................  4,825,928 5,566,806
	 Equipment,	at	cost	less	depreciation			 ................................................................  2,576 3,723

   4,828,504 5,570,529 

TOTAL	ASSETS	 	 6,410,587	 6,486,661

LIABILITIES
CURRENT	LIABILITIES
 Creditors    ...........................................................................................................  7,877 1,733
 Provisions    .........................................................................................................  90,255 52,463

   98,132 54,196

NET ASSETS    .............................................................................................................  6,312,455 6,432,465

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
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 PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT
for the year ended 30 June 2009

  2009  2008 
      $ $                                        
INCOME
 Donations received   ............................................................................................  1,665,309 2,120,035
 Income from investments    ..................................................................................  200,378 40,280
	 Profit/(loss)	from	sale	of	investments			 ................................................................  (145,479)	 3,268 

   1,720,208 2,163,583
EXPENDITURE
 Grants made   ......................................................................................................  109,125 8,000
	 Management	fee	&	expenses		 ............................................................................  26,973 1,000
  
   136,098 9,000
 
                                                                                                                                            1,584,110 2,154,583
 
Net	Increase/(Decrease)	in	value	of	investments		 ........................................................ 	 (324,598)	 (216,013)
 
SURPLUS	for	year	 .......................................................................................................  1,259,512 1,938,570
 
Balance	of	funds	at	beginning	of	year			 ........................................................................  2,485,847 547,277
 
BALANCE	OF	OPEN	FUND	AT	END	OF	YEAR		 .........................................................  3,745,359 2,485,847

BALANCE SHEET
at 30 June 2009

FUNDS
 Settled	sum			 .......................................................................................................  100 100
	 Howard	Hitchcock	Fund			 ....................................................................................  26,093 27,589
	 Harold	Ernest	Leighton	Fund			 ............................................................................  76,360 80,740
	 Corio	Community	Contact	Fund			........................................................................  410,252 403,832
	 Donald	Geoffrey	Neilson	Fund			 ..........................................................................  34,015 30,684
	 Kenneth	Neil	Stott		Fund			 ...................................................................................  3,178,539 1,942,902
	 Patrick	&	Ann	Rowan	Fund		 ................................................................................  20,000 -

   3,745,359 2,485,847
represented	by:
ASSETS
	 Cash	at	bank	and	deposit	at	call			 .......................................................................  724,040 191,823
	 Debtors			 .............................................................................................................  70,106 60,175
 Investments at cost    ...........................................................................................  203,975 50,000
	 Investments	at	net	realizable	value			...................................................................  2,824,023 2,183,849

   3,822,144 2,485,847
LIABILITY
Provision  for grants   ....................................................................................................  76,785 -

NET ASSETS    .............................................................................................................  3,745,359 2,485,847

GEELONG COMMUNITY OPEN FUND
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PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT

for the year ended 30 June 2009
  2009  2008 

      $ $                               
INCOME
 Donation received    .............................................................................................  - -
Balance	at	beginning	of	year			 ......................................................................................  110 110

BALANCE	OF	DISASTER	FUND	AT	END	OF	YEAR			 ................................................  110 110

BALANCE SHEET
at 30 June 2009

FUND
	 Settled	sum		 ........................................................................................................  100 100
 Retained income    ...............................................................................................  10 10

   110 110
ASSET
	 Cash	at	bank			 .....................................................................................................  110 110

NOTES

1.  These statements are abridged from the full set of financial statements, which have been audited by Mr Stephen Wight 
of Davidsons. A copy of the audited financial statements is available on request to the Executive Officer or a director.

2.  The Open Fund is a separate Trust. Its income is exempt from income tax, but gifts made to this Fund are not tax 
deductible. Grants can be made for charitable purposes without being restricted to tax deductible gift recipients, as is 
the case with the Gift Fund.

3.  The Disaster Fund is also a separate Trust, designed for use when appeals are being made following natural disasters 
in the region.

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION DISASTER FUND
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Level 1, 200 Malop Street, Geelong, Victoria.     
P.O. Box 1, Geelong, Victoria 3220  

Tel: 03 5224 7700   Fax: 03 5224 7799

www.geelongfoundation.org


